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very different character. The west ward had a nominal figure of only
7-5, but this was the result of the balance between a built-up area of
great density and the great public open space of Port Meadow and
the fields around Binsey. The Cowley and Iffley ward had also 7-5
persons, Headington had 5-7, and Summertown and Wolvercote
only 5 -o. These three wards were the centres of most of the recent
growth, and as most of the building since 1931 has taken place
within them, their densities must have been largely increased. But
even so, the character of their development makes it certain that they
will never become so thickly peopled as the nucleus of the old city.
In Woodstock, too, there were similar discrepancies, but in so small
a borough differences of density are unimportant. At Abingdon
there was in 1931 still a wide difference between the area of the old
borough, where the density was 9-9 per acre, and the sub-urban area
included in the municipal boundaries by the adjustment of 1934,
which had (in 1931) only 0-6 persons per acre. Much of these differ-
ences of density within the 'urban' areas is even now being smoothed
out as a result of slum clearance at the centre and building develop-
ments on the outskirts. The process makes necessary a deliberate
planning for the maintenance of open spaces, public and private, on
the outskirts, and for their creation, on however small a scale, in
slum-clearance areas and elsewhere at the centre. Oxford is fortunate in
having excellent foundations upon which to build in these matters. A
glance at the map (Fig. 5) facing p. 14 shows that until now the col-
leges and the university have preserved considerable unbuilt areas
near the centre of the city; while the wide tongues of flood land in
the valleys of the Cherwell and the Thames have split up the subur-
ban development1 and maintained avenues of egress into the open
country. But there is still a real danger lest the city should be hemmed
in by too dense a belt of suburbs along the slopes of the Oxford and
Berkshire Heights.
In the administratively eruraT parts of the Area, the average density
over the whole is about 0-30 persons per acre. But here again the
average hides great contrasts between individual parishes. In 1937
eleven parishes show a density of more than 0-5 persons per acre.
These parishes fall broadly into three categories. In the first come
Littlemore (2-68 persons per acre), Forest Hill, Marston, North and
South Hinksey, adjoining the city of Oxford; Hensington Without,
adjoining Woodstock; and Sutton Courtenay, adjoining Abingdon.
Here the high density is explained simply by the fact that purely
'urban* development has overlapped even the extended municipal
1 See p. 15 above.